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DETAILED ACTION 
Responsive to claims filed November 03, 2003. Claims 1-16 are presented for 
examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on June 21, 2004 is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Drawings 

2. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) ar<e required in this 
application because the drawings are not clear and legible. Applicant is advised to employ 
the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

o 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, 
or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain 
a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims are directed to an amusement park. 
An amusement park is not one of the four statutory classes of invention and therefore the 
claims are rendered non-statutory. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

7. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 : 

-Step (a) appears to be missing and has rendered the claims indefinite. 

-The following terms lack proper antecedent basis: " said guest account 
designer" , " said attraction facilities" , " each said group" , " said guest' s guest 
account designator" 

In claim 2' 

-The following terms lack proper antecedent basis: " said particular attraction 

facility" 

In claim 5: 

-The following terms lack proper antecedent basis: " the characteristics" 
In claim 6: 

-The following terms lack proper antecedent basis: " each detectable marker 

unit" 

In claim 7: 

-The following terms lack proper antecedent basis: " said server" , " said 
transceiver" 

In claim 9: 



V 
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-The following terms lack proper antecedent basis: " people in the/said group" 
In claim *1Q: 

-The following terms lack proper antecedent basis: " said transceiver" 
In claim 11: 

-The following terms lack proper antecedent basis: " their own transceivers" 
In claim 12: 

-The following terms lack proper antecedent basis: " said particular attraction 
facility" , " each detectable marker unit" 

In claim 13: It contains similar issues as claims 3-5 and 7-10 above. 
In claim 14: 

-The following terms lack proper antecedent basis: " said central server" , 
said attraction facility computers" 
In claim 15: 

-The following terms lack proper antecedent basis: " the transponder" , 
transponder detectors" , " the associated transceiver" 
In claim 16: 

-The following terms lack proper antecedent basis: " said facilities" , " said 
transceivers" . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except 
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that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) 
shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United States 
and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-6, 9, 12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Giraldin et al (US Patent NO. 7,147,149). 

10. As per claim 1, Giraldin et al teach an amusement park, comprising: 

(a) ; (g) a wireless transceiver associated with said guest account designator for a 
plurality of attraction facilities (column 3, lines 40-60). 

(b) a central computer (column 3, line 56; central server 107); 

(c) a plurality of attraction facility computers, each of said attraction facility 
computers being associated with one of said attraction facilities (column 4, lines 39-46; 
cashless station); 

(d) a plurality of communication channels coupling information in two directions 
between said central computer and said plurality of attraction facility computers (column 
4, lines 46-47; cashless stations communicate with central computer); 

(e) an input device for receiving information indicating the number of persons in a 
group entering the amusement park and for assigning a guest account designator to each 
said group and for assigning an individual guest identification designator (column 3, lines 
7-45; group is registered with system with each member of group obtaining personal 
identification tags which can be worn on wrist); 

(f) a detectable marker unit adapted to be physically associated with each guest 
and encoded with said guest's guest account designator; and communicating with said 
central computer to send and receive information (column 3, lines 25-32, column 3, line 
50-column 4, lines 17). 

1L As per claim 2, Giraldin et al teach: 
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(h) a charge card terminal or other cash crediting device for crediting an amount 
of money to said guest account designator and (i) a cash debiting device responsive to 
said detectable marker unit associated with a particular attraction facility for debiting 
dollar amounts associated with a said particular attraction facility (column 4, lines 35-50). 

12. As per claim 3, Giraldin et al teach wherein said detectable marker is a wrist band 
(column 3, lines 25-29). 

13. As per claim 4, Giraldin et al teach wherein said information received by said 
wireless transceiver relates to facility operations, the facility operations information 
being coupled by said attraction facility computers to said central computer (column 3, 
lines 50^60, column 4, lines 39-50). 

14. As per claim 5, Giraldin et al teach wherein said detectable marker unit is 
associated with the characteristics of a guest (column 3, lines 25-45; each member is 
associated with the group). 

15. As per claim 6, Giraldin et al teach comprising: 

(h) a grid of location detectors responsive to the proximity of said detectable 
marker units to determine the location of the individual guest associated with each 
detectable marker unit (column 3, lines 10-13, 33-40; display of park map to locate 
members); and 

(i) a transmitter coupled to receive the output of said location detectors and 
transmit detection of guests to said central computer (column 3, lines 50-60). 

16. As per claim 9, Giraldin et al teach wherein said transceiver includes a display for 
sending and receiving messages and for displaying a map of said amusement park 
indicating the locations of people in the group associated with said transceiver and/or 
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facilities which may be visited by people in said group (column 3, lines 33-39; park map 
to locate members). 

17. As per claim 12, is contains similar limitations as claims 2 and 6 above, therefore 
are rejected under the same rationale. 

18. As per claim 14, Giraldin et al teach wherein said central server is a virtual set of 
connections between computing devices located at said attraction facility computers 
(column 3, lines 50-60, column 4, lines 39-50). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

19. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically (disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

20. Claims 7-8 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Giraldin et al in view of Crabtree et al (US Patent No. 6,788,199). 

21. As per claims 7-8, Giraldin et al fail to explicitly teach wherein said server is 
responsive to guest location information received from said transmitter to determine the 
likelihood of a dangerous condition, said server being responsive to the detection of and 
elevated likelihood of a dangerous condition to communicate an alarm to said transceiver, 
said transceiver including an indicator device to signal set alarm, wherein said indicator 
device is an audible alarm. 

However, in the same field of endeavor,, Crabtree et al teach a system for locating 
objects such as people using a transceiver attached to the person. A user can then 
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associate selected alarm conditions, such as transceiver beyond a certain range, with 
these transceivers. The user using a locator unit will be notified when these alarm 
conditions have been met. (See column 23, line 20-column 24, line 10). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the Applicant' s invention 
to combine teachings of Giraldin et al and Crabtree et al because doing so would allow 
for a user to receive an alarm when a member in the group has wandered beyond an 
allowed area. 

22. As per claim 15, Giraldin et al teach a method of hosting a guest at an amusement 
park, comprising: 

(a) receiving a group of guests; (b) assigning a transceiver device to said group 
of guests; (c) collecting funds from said group of guests! (d) identifying individual 
guests: (e) associated each individual guests with an individual transponder in 
accordance with guest characteristics (column 3, lines 5-60); 

(f) assigning said funds among the transponder is associated with said transceiver 
device (column 3, lines 60-67, column 4, lines 28-50) i 

(g) periodically checking location of individual guests by monitoring transponder 
detectors (column 3, lines 50-60); 

(j) charging funds against a particular transponder in response to the use of a 
facility associated with said amusement park (column 3, line 60-column 4, line 28). 

Giraldin et al fail to teach determining the existence of an elevated likelihood of a 
dangerous condition; and sending an alarm in response to the detection of an elevated 
likelihood of a dangerous condition to the associated transceiver. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Crabtree et al teach a system for locating 
objects such as people using a transceiver attached to the person. A user can then 
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associate selected alarm conditions, such as transceiver beyond a certain range, with 
these transceivers. The user using a locator unit will be notified when these alarm 
conditions have been met. (See column 23, line 20-column 24, line 10). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the Applicant' s invention 
to combine teachings of Giraldin et al and Crabtree et al because doing so would allow 
for a user to receive an alarm when a member in the group has wandered beyond an 
allowed area. 

23. As per claim 16, Giraldin et al teach: 

(k) collecting an essential server information respecting a plurality of facilities in 
said amusement park: Q) transmitting said information to said transceiver; and (m) 
sending reservation and for purchase information to said facilities to said transceivers 
(column 4, lines 39-50). 

24. Claims 10- 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Giraldin et al in view of Jeong et al (US Patent No. 6,383,075). 

25. As per claims 10-11. Giraldin et al fail to teach wherein said transceiver is 
program with interactive games and wherein said interactive games are games between 
participants holding their own transceivers. 

However, wireless gaming is well known in the art as evidenced by Jeong et al, 
who teach a portable wireless network game. Using a wireless network game apparatus, 
users can wireless communicate and connect with other users to play wireless network 
games. (See abstract, figs 1 and 4). It would have therefore been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the Applicant' s invention to combine the teachings 
of Giraldin et al and Jeong et al because doing so would allow users in Giraldin et al to 
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also play wireless games with members of a group as well as monitor and track the 
location of each member. 

26. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Giraldin et 
al in view of Crabtree et al (US Patent No. 6,788,199) and in further view of Jeong et al 
(US Patent No. 6,383,075. 

As per claim 13, it contains similar limitations as in claims 3-5 and 9, taught by 
Giraldin et al above. 

Additionally, Giraldin et al fail to teach wherein said server is responsive to guest 
location information received from said transmitter to determine the likelihood of a 
dangerous condition, said server being responsive to the detection of and elevated 
likelihood of a dangerous condition to communicate an alarm to said transceiver, said 
transceiver including an indicator device to signal set alarm, wherein said indicator 
device is an audible alarm. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Crabtree et al teach a system for locating 
objects such as people using a transceiver attached to the person. A user can then 
associate selected alarm conditions, such as transceiver beyond a certain range, with 
these transceivers. The user using a locator unit will be notified when these alarm 
conditions have been met. (See column 23, line 20-column 24, line 10). 

Giraldin et al also fail to teach wherein said transceiver is program with 
interactive games and wherein said interactive games are games between participants 
holding their own transceivers. 

However, wireless gaming is well known in the art as evidenced by Jeong et al, 
who teach a portable wireless network game. Using a wireless network game apparatus, 
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users can wireless communicate and connect with other users to play wireless network 
games. (See abstract, figs 1 and 4). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the Applicant' s invention to combine teachings of Giraldin et al, 
Crabtree et al; and Jeong et al because doing so would allow for a user to receive an 
alarm when a member in the group has wandered beyond an allowed area. It would have 
also allowed users in Giraldin et al to also play wireless games with members of a group 
as well as monitor and track the location of each member. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon, which is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure, are cited in the Notice of Reference Cited form (PTO-892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramsey Refai whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3975. The examiner can normally be reached on M~F 8:30 - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner' s 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ramsey Refai 



Examiner 
Art Unit 3627 
September 29, 2007 
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